
How is it possible to find the exact location of a place on Earth?

Latitude and Longitude

Invisible lines of latitude and longitude form a grid over the Earth. 

These lines help to create a co-ordinate to locate a place accurately. 
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Geography lesson 1.
LO: I can understand the terms longitude and latitude and can use this knowledge to 
identify points on a world map.



The Equator is at the centre of the lines of 
latitude and is at 0° latitude. Anything lying 

south of the Equator is in the Southern 
Hemisphere and is labelled °S. Anything lying 

north of the Equator is in the Northern 
Hemisphere and is labelled °N. 

The Equator is an important line of latitude.  
It is an imaginary line half way between the 

North and South Poles. Countries near to the 
Equator are very hot as this is the Earth’s 

closest point to the Sun.
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Lines of latitude.

Lines of latitude circle the 
Earth from east to west. 

They are a measurement of how 
far a place is north/south of 

the equator.

For example, point A is 30 
degrees north of the equator.

A



Lines of longitude

These are the lines which 
run north and south and are 
known as lines of longitude 
or meridians of longitude. 

These lines are measured in 
the same way as the lines of 

latitude.  
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Lines of longitude

The line labelled 0° longitude is called 
the Prime Meridian or the Greenwich 
Meridian and runs through London. 

Anything lying east of the Greenwich 
Meridian is in the Eastern 

Hemisphere and is labelled °E. 
Anything lying west of the Greenwich 

Meridian is in the Western 
Hemisphere and is labelled °W.

We will learn more about the Prime 
Meridian next week.



Let’s have a look at a world map together.

We will look at the lines of longitude and latitude and 
try to identify the coordinates for different places.



On your world map, 
you can see the Prime 
Meridian. This is the 

line that runs through 
Greenwich in London 

sitting at 0 °.

Anywhere to the left 
of this line is ° West, 
anywhere to the right 
is ° East. We can also 
see our equator line at 
0 °. Anywhere above 

this line is ° N, 
anywhere below is ° S.

Prime Meridian. 
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Now let’s have a go at 
reading some co-ordinates. 
We read latitude first then 
longitude (along the corridor 

and up the stairs).

To find the co-ordinates for 
point A, I need to read 

latitude first. We use the 
prime meridian line to do 

this. I can see this is 60 ° E.

Now I use the equator line 
of longitude. I can see point 
a lies 30 ° N because it is 

above the equator.
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Now it’s your turn. Have a go 
at identifying the co-

ordinates for the points you 
have labelled on your maps.

Remember to read latitude 
first (E,W) then longitude 

(N,S).
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You can have a go at this one 
together. Check your 
answers in the notes.
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Your Task.

On your maps you also have labels 1, 2, 3 and 4.

Firstly, you need to identify the co-ordinates for these places. 

Once you have found co-ordinates for all 4 points and recorded them in your book 
you need to identify what country these points are in.

You can use world maps, you can use atlas’, the internet or you can use a globe. 

Challenge.
In our book, Cosmic, Liam visits China. Can 
you plot China on your world map and write 
down the co-ordinates?
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