
The Croft Curriculum

Leading The Croft’s school 
Improvement Strategy



OFSTED:
Ofsted's working definition of 
curriculum
“...for translating that [intent] 
framework over time into a 
structure and narrative, within an 
institutional context 
(implementation)...”
In other words, what your 
project-based, knowledge-rich, 
global rights respecting focused 
curriculum looks like on the 
ground?
‘Implementation’

inspectors will focus on what is taught and 
how, and will draw the outcomes that learners 
achieve…..



Curriculum Intent 

The Croft has a text led, knowledge 
engaged, topic based curriculum
What does this mean?
Text Led: 
All writing outcomes (topic) will be focused 
around 1 key text 
Discrete lesson of teaching may/will be needed

Knowledge-engaged approach: a curriculum 
which is a balance between knowledge and skills. 
They often use cross-curricular teaching to make 
the curriculum relevant and meaningful to 
children and for putting knowledge into context.

Topic:
Learning will be focused around the book 
however discrete lesson will/may be needed if 
links do not provide clarity



Mapping Text Potential
The challenges in the text and

the opportunities for teaching 
presented by the text

Vocabulary 
unknown words, technical 
vocabulary, multiple 
meanings, slang, unusual 
words

Grammar; Syntax
Sentence structure

Coherence 
How easy is it to follow the 
text when reading? How are 
sentences linked? Check that 
readers are able to follow.

Narrative features
Plot, character, setting

Literary features 
Narration, voice, 
imagery, metaphor, 
simile, alliteration, 
pun, etc.

Subject
What is the text 
about? e.g. First 
World War, a lost 
dog, the circus, 
food

Text type, purpose
and

intended
readership

Including bias, values, 
etc.

Historical, social and 
cultural context
All texts have a context 
e.g. Southern States of 
USA in 1930s, etc.

Theme
Deeper meaning, e.g. loss, 
triumph over adversity, 
redemption, friendship, 
loyalty, overcoming 
problems, justice, fairness, 
etc.

Language features 
e.g. speech - direct and 
indirect, Standard and non-
Standard English, register –
level of formality

Making links to background 
knowledge

Possible connections to personal 
experience, world knowledge, 

and familiarity with other texts.

Visual features
Illustration, colour, 
shape, layout, medium, 
line, composition, 
typography, point of 
view

Exploring what the text offers- termly overview of planning for Text/Topic




