A note for parents: A fronted adverbial is a word, phrase or clause that is placed at the start of a sentence.
They are used to explain how (manner), when (time) or where (place) something happens. A fronted
adverbial is separated from the main clause with a comma. For example:
Like a speeding bullet, Superman flew through the sky.

How Did It Happen?
Fronted Adverbials for Manner
Add a fronted adverbial for manner to each of the sentences below. You can use the suggested
manner adverbials in the box below or you can think of some of your own. Remember, you
must add a comma after the fronted adverbial.
With a huge grin on her face
Nervously

Like tall giants

Without warning

Completely exhausted

With some trepidation

As quick as a flash

1.

the baby began to cry.

2.

the young boy changed into his PE kit.

3.

the mountains stood watching over the valley.

4.

Veronica blew out the candles on her birthday cake.

5.

Jason crossed the finishing line of the marathon.

6.

Imran went on the ghost train at the fair.

7.

Fiona stepped on stage to sing in front of the judges.

How Did It Happen? Answers
1. Without warning, the baby began to cry.
2. As quick as a flash, the young boy changed into his PE kit.
3. Like tall giants, the mountains stood watching over the valley.
4. With a huge grin on her face, Veronica blew out the candles on her birthday cake.
5. Completely exhausted, Jason crossed the finishing line of the marathon.
6. With some trepidation, Imran went on the ghost train at the fair.
7. Nervously, Fiona stepped on stage to sing in front of the judges.

A note to parents: An adverbial is a phrase or clause that has been used like an adverb to add further
information about the action in a sentence. Adverbials are used to explain how (manner), when (time) or
where (place) something happens. For example:
She was waiting by the bus stop.
The boy ran as fast as he could.
John went for a swim every morning.

Spot the Adverbial
Look at the sentence below. Underline the adverbial or adverbials in each sentence. The first
one has been done for you.
1. He threw the ball against the wall.
2. The dinosaur stomped through the forest and roared a mighty roar.
3. The little girl jumped up and down like a yo-yo.
4. Finally, the plane landed at the airport.
5. An enormous boat sailed along the river Mersey.
6. As the sun began to set, birds twittered in the trees.
7. The fairy flew like a firework.
8. He stood and waited under the clock.
9. The ballerina was practising her dance moves throughout the day.
10. After completing the race, Jasmine felt tired.
11. Like an excited child, Arturo jumped up and down when he arrived at the theme park.

Spot the Adverbial Answers
1. He threw the ball against the wall.
2. The dinosaur stomped through the forest and roared a mighty roar.
3. The little girl jumped up and down like a yo-yo.
4. Finally, the plane landed at the airport.
5. An enormous boat sailed along the river Mersey.
6. As the sun began to set, birds twittered in the trees.
7. The fairy flew like a firework
8. He stood and waited under the clock.
9. The ballerina was practising her dance moves throughout the day.
10. After completing the race, Jasmine felt tired.
11. Like an excited child, Arturo jumped up and down when he arrived at the theme park.

A note to parents: A fronted adverbial is a word, phrase or clause that is placed at the start of a sentence.
They are used to tell the reader more about the action in the sentence such as how (manner), when (time)
or where (place) something happens. A fronted adverbial is separated from the main clause with a comma.
For example:
Like a speeding bullet, Superman flew through the sky.

Spot the Missing Comma
Placing Commas After Fronted Adverbials
Oh dear! Somebody has written these fantastic sentences but has forgotten to add a comma
after the fronted adverbial. Find where the comma should go in each sentence and, using a
coloured pen or pencil, add the comma to each one.
1. As the sun was setting an owl began to stir from its sleep.
2. With a mighty roar the lion leapt onto a rock and scared all the visitors at the zoo.
3. In a dark cave there lived a ferocious dragon.
4. In the summer of 2012 the London Olympic Games took place.
5. After a tiring night Mum finally got some sleep.
6. Nervously and anxiously Perseus entered the Gorgon’s lair.
7. By the lamppost Lucy stood waiting for the faun to appear.
8. Into her cauldron the witch threw many horrid ingredients.
9. After the football match Rhianna went to the fish and chip shop with her dad.
10. With a huge smile on his face Peter received the gold medal for diving.

Spot the Missing Comma Answers
1. As the sun was setting, an owl began to stir from its sleep.
2. With a mighty roar, the lion leapt onto a rock and scared all the visitors at the zoo.
3. In a dark cave, there lived a ferocious dragon.
4. In the summer of 2012, the London Olympic Games took place.
5. After a tiring night, Mum finally got some sleep.
6. Nervously and anxiously, Perseus entered the Gorgon’s lair.
7. By the lamppost, Lucy stood waiting for the faun to appear.
8. Into her cauldron, the witch threw many horrid ingredients.
9. After the football match, Rhianna went to the fish and chip shop with her dad.
10. With a huge smile on his face, Peter received the gold medal for diving.

Fronted Adverbials
Fronted Adverbials are words or phrases at the beginning of a sentence which are used to describe the action that follows.
Time

Frequency

Place

Manner

Possibility

Afterwards,

Often,

Above the clouds,

Sadly,

Almost unbelievably,

Already,

Again,

Below the sea,

Slowly,

Much admired,

Always,

Daily,

Here,

Happily,

Nearly asleep,

Immediately,

Weekly,

Outside,

Awkwardly,

Quite understandably,

Last month,

Fortnightly,

Over there,

Bravely,

Really happily,

Now,

Yearly,

There,

Like a ... ,

Perhaps,

Soon,

Sometimes,

Under the ground,

As quick as a flash,

Maybe,

Yesterday,

Rarely,

Upstairs,

As fast as he could,

Just arrived,

Today,

Every second,

In the distance,

Without a sound,

Certainly amused,

Tomorrow,

Twice a year,

Between the sea and the sky,

Without warning,

Obviously angry,

Next year,

Once a minute,

Everywhere she looked,

Unexpectedly,

Definitely confused,

In January,

Once,

Around the tent,

Unfortunately,

Completely exhausted,

On Tuesday,

Once or twice,

Back at the house,

Suddenly,

Barely alive,

In the morning,

Three times,

Nearby,

Mysteriously,

Out of breath,

After a while,

Constantly,

Down by the cliffs,

Frantically,

Decidedly unimpressed,

As soon as she could,

Regularly,

Behind the shed,

Anxiously,

Perfectly confident,

Before long,

Frequently,

In the wooden box,

Courageously,

Positively trembling with

All of a sudden,

Infrequently,

Over my bed,

Silently,

excitement,

In the blink of an eye,

Occasionally,

Somewhere near here,

Curiously,

Purely practically,

Just then,

Rarely,

Far away,

Nervously,

Somewhat flustered,

Eventually,

Never in my life,

Wherever they went,

Rapidly,

Utterly joyous,

Later,

Never before,

North of here,

Carefully,

Totally overwhelmed,

