
Year 4 times tables workshop



Aims:

- To explain how we teach times tables at school

- To explore a range of strategies for teaching 
times tables at home

- To have a go at the times tables test and the 
expectations of all year 4 children.



How we teach it at school

Children in year 4 have an early 
morning task every day from 8:30 –
8:45. This involves having a go at 25 
times tables questions from 0x0 to 
12x12.

It is untimed and relaxed and gives 
them a chance to have a go in their 
own time and pace.

http://www.timestables.me.uk/printable-
pdf-quiz-generator.htm

http://www.timestables.me.uk/printable-pdf-quiz-generator.htm


How we teach it at school

Once a week, we use the WHF federation 
times tables tests. Children have 2 
minutes and 10 seconds (approximately 5 
seconds per question) to answer 26 
questions.



How we teach it at school
During our maths lessons, we try and 
incorporate times tables into our warm up 
activity at the start of our lesson by playing 
times tables bingo and other games.



How we teach it at 
school

We try and encourage children to spot patterns 
and facts about times tables when we have 
written them out. We also explain that times 
tables is like repeated addition.

Pattern strategies

Adding together the digits
+ 1 on the tens and – 1 on the ones
All even numbers
Using our fingers

Any exceptions to the patterns



How we teach it at 
school

We encourage the children to make real 
life connections with times tables and 
challenge them through a variety of open 
ended tasks.



How we teach it at school
We use our weekly maths homework 
as an opportunity to further their 
learning. Although the multiplication 
check can be anything from the 1 to 
12 times tables, it has a heavier 
weighting on the 6,7,8, 9 and 12. To 
aid with this, we adjusted our 
homework accordingly.

Term 1: 6 times tables
Term 2: 7 times tables
Term 3: 8 times tables
Term 4: 9 times tables
Term 5: 12 times tables
Term 6: All times tables



Times tables at home
Strategies:

- Youtube songs https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QU_E0u-tP4
- Twinkl worksheets
- Times tables bingo
- Walking down the stairs (repetition of the times tables)
- Write a question on a banana
- Times tables tennis
- Times tables sheet on the fridge/shower/bedroom door
- Times tables pictures
- Spotting patterns – you know your 6’s if you know your 3’s etc
- Flashcards of the tricky ones for your child
- Times tables grid
- CGP times tables books
- Helping calculate real life prices
- https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QU_E0u-tP4
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


Multiplication check

It will take place in a 3 week window in 
June TBC. There will be 25 questions. 
Children will have 6 seconds to type in 
the correct answer on an Ipad before 
they get a 3 second rest.

The weighting of the questions is to the 
left.

A pass is considered to be 19 out of 26.

Have a go on your phone
WHF guest
Gu3stw1f1

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication
-tables-check/

https://www.timestables.co.uk/multiplication-tables-check/


Any questions, please ask!

mbritton@thecroft.swindon.sch.uk

ecockerham@thecroft.swindon.sch.uk


